
Dear Parents and Friends of  
Manukau Christian School, 
 
Praise the Lord that we seem to be 
over the worst of  COVID.  Praise 
the Lord also for Omicron being 
so much less of  a health risk to us 
all than the earlier strains of  
COVID that our country managed 
to largely avoid.  After a few 
difficult weeks we are now seeing 
full classes, with far fewer staff  
and students at home isolating.  
Let’s expect that within another 
month or two COVID and the 
related issues will be but a 
memory.  Praise the Lord, also that 
the vaccine mandates are being 
lifted and that very soon all 
teachers will be back onsite.  It has 
been a trying and difficult time, 
but we have managed to make it 
work. 
 
I have in my 
possession a 
report on the state of  students’ 
literacy in Aotearoa, by Nina 
Hood and Taylor Hughson, Now 
I don’t know my ABC. The 
perilous state of  literacy in 
Aotearoa New Zealand.  The 
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Education Hub, 2022.   Kiwi kids 
cannot read and write properly!  
34% of  15-year-olds do not have 
basic proficiency in reading (p7).  
The problem has worsened over 
the last 20 years.  There seem to be 
many contributing causes, but one 
obvious reason is the ‘nature of  
the New Zealand Curriculum’ (p5).  
One r ecommendat ion  for 
improvement is that students be 
taught from a knowledge-rich 
curriculum (p6).  Unfortunately, 
knowledge transmission has been 
out of  vogue for quite some time 
in this country and an emerging 
generation of  young adults are 
now living with the disastrous 
consequences of  this.  Students do 
not know their ABC because 
teachers are no longer teaching 
them their ABC.  Yet the advice is, 
‘knowledge is critical for reading 
and writing’ (p16).  The NZC is 
knowledge-poor and does not 
specify what must be learnt by 
students.  The result of  this is that 
young people from lower socio-
economic backgrounds who start 
at a lower level tend to be taught 
less content knowledge and the bar 
is kept low, ironically, so they will 
not feel that they are failing.  But 
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lowering the bar is cruel because against objective standards their 
achievement is found to be inadequate.  Unfortunately, this perpetuates 
inequities rather than addressing them.  A firm, robust curriculum such as 
Cambridge helps address this issue, if  used wisely.  Therein lies the second 
major contributing problem in NZ education. 
 
The report recommends that schools and teachers receive guidance on 
‘effective pedagogy’ (p6, 18).  Pedagogy is the knowledge of  how to teach.  
If  knowledge matters, then knowing how to impart knowledge must also 
matter.  Surprisingly, trainee teachers at university are not taught how to 
teach.  Their pedagogy is made up of  ideologies and theoretical approaches 
that don’t actually work.  For example, they are encouraged to be facilitators 
(the guide on the side) and they become skilled at fostering discovery and 
enquiry, but they are not taught how to impart knowledge (in academic 
circles imparting knowledge is considered far too last century).  It ought not 
take an official enquiry to discover that teachers in today’s schools need a 
better pedagogy.  Perhaps there will be an acknowledgement that facilitated 
lessons, curiosity, discovery and enquiry just but perpetuate the problem, but 
I doubt it.   
 
At MCS we have a Year One phonics programme that gives students the 
basic building blocks for reading.  They learn their ABC, and they acquire 
the necessary decoding skills to become proficient readers.  Over time we 
implement programmes for language development including the Institute for 
Excellence in Writing.  We teach students the skills they need to master 
before shifting the focus to creative expression and discovery. 
 
Part of  poor literacy these days is due to children not reading for pleasure 
(p6).  MCS students are not immune to this cultural shift, sorry to say.  
Parents, please ensure device use is limited and that your children are reading 
books.  Teachers will do all we can in our lessons and in supplying readers 
for children to take home, but we rely on support from parents, also.  Let’s 
continue to work together and show the rest of  NZ how to do education 
well.  
 

 

Pete Slaney 
Principal 
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Parent Teacher Meetings 

Parent Teacher Meetings will be held on Wednesday 13th April 2022. 
School will finish at 12.30pm on this day.  High school interviews will be 
with form teachers.  Our teachers appreciate getting to know parents and 
gaining an insight into your child.  This is also an opportunity for you as a 
parent to receive valuable information on your child’s progress to date and 
steps you can take to assist your child in their learning.  Results of  
standardised PAT testing will also be available at the meeting.  Please book a 
time slot when bookings open tomorrow morning at 9.00am.  Details on 
how to do this are included in the newsletter insert.     

Parking in the afternoons at 3.00pm 

Parking in the main carpark is restricted to the following: 
• Parents of  students in Years 1 to 3. 
• A parking permit must be displayed. 
• A one-way traffic system is in place. 
• If  no parking place is available, exit the carpark and come back in via 

the road.  Please do not drive against the traffic within the carpark. 
 

Parents who have their youngest child in Year 4 and up should park 
outside the school grounds and walk into the school please.  We have had 
many close calls at 3.00pm—your co-operation in this regard is appreciated.   

We were surprised and saddened to learn of  the resignation 
of  Miss Van der Mescht.  She will finish up her teaching at 
MCS at the end of  this term.  She will be missed by all, 
especially by her little Year One children who adore her.  
The silver lining is that our beloved Mrs Ackermann will 
move into the Year One class while Miss Tapp continues in 
her role as Year 2 teacher. 

Please report any hazards 
that you notice in our 
school grounds.  The road 
works outside our gate are 
once again creating a few 
problems.  Please be consid-
erate. 

Health and Safety Skool Loop 

Farwell Miss Van der Mescht 

Please download this app to stay 
in touch.  This app provides im-
mediate notification of  infor-
mation and alerts.  Simply 
download the app and search 
for our school. Absences may 
also be notified via Skool Loop.   
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Dates to Remember 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
28 
 

29 
 

30  
Bookings for Parent 
Teacher Interviews opens 
9.00am 

31 
 

1 APRIL 
Letterland Day Year 1 

4  5 6 
 

7 8 
 

11 12 13  
Parent Teacher  
Interviews 
School finishes 12.30pm 

14 
Assembly 8.50am 
School finishes 
12.30.00pm 
 
 

15 
GOOD FRIDAY 
School Closed  

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

2 MAY 
Term 2 starts 

3 
 

4 5 
 

6 

End of  Term Assembly  
 

Please note that our Assembly on the 
last day of  term will be at 8.50am.  
Numbers are restricted to 200, so un-
fortunately we cannot have parents at-
tending at this time. We hope to make a 
YouTube link available to parents.    

Student Leaders 

We can finally announce our student leaders for 2022.  We trust that as restrictions 
ease, Kanak, Samantha, Ming and Tsidkenu will have opportunities to serve through 
the leadership programme. 

Samantha Whyte             Tsidkenu Levae             Haoming Chen              Kanak Ahuja 

Wilberforce            Calvin                   Te Wiremu              Tarore 
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Around the primary school 

This term had a difficult start with 
restrictions in place, on-line learning, and 
limiting parents from coming into 
classrooms. Thank you parents for your 
patience, support and understanding as we 
navigate our students through this time.  
We share some snapshots of  classes below.    
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Year 2 Geometry  

In Year 2 your 

child will learn to 

describe two-

dimensional and 

three-dimensional 

shapes.     

Learning about colour and 
how to use paints 
effectively is a great 
learning curve in Year 1.  
Add free-drawing your 
family to that, 
and we have 
some amazing 
mas terp ieces !  
Wo u ld  yo u 
agree? 

Anna 

Students successfully 

making 2D shapes with 

class objects.  

Above: Students 

made 3D shapes 

and drew 2D 

shapes on top. 
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Year 3 Frogs 
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Year 4 Art  

Grid Tree Art is a fun colour lesson about warm and 
cool colours, inspired by Loretta Grayson.  Students 
are challenged to draw the grid background, and,  
using a compass or round object, draw the round 
shape of  the tree and elongated trunk.  Lastly, colours 
are added in stripes for the tree silhouette, and the 
background checked colours are added.  How 
effective are their trees—especially as we approach 
Autumn!  Well done students. 
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Year 5 Writing  

Students in Year 5 read the story called The Lion’s Share. The story depicts 
a greedy lion who persuades all the other animals that he is more deserving 
of  the meat (all the predators hunted a deer together).  Students had to 
retell this story from the perspective of  one of  the predators (a wolf) to his 
wolf  pack, using a first person narrative. 

“Wolves! Wolves!” my brother cried.  He sat on the 
unoccupied log.   “Good evening brother, where is 
our portion of food?  The other wolves and I are 
starting to get impatient, ”  I strictly asked.  “Well, I 
didn’t get any dinner! Lion took it all!” Francis 
exclaimed and turned around, facing the trees 
leading into the deep forest.   ‘What does he mean 

by that? How did Lion take it all?’ I thought to myself.  

 
I walked over to my brother and asked, “Hey, turn around and tell 
us the full story.”  Francis turned around, all eyes on him.  “Well, 
basically, me, Jackal, Fox and Lion decided to make a hunting 
party.  Lion wanted to lead the hunt.  We agreed that he could lead 
the party since he technically is the King of the Jungle,” brother 
grumbled. “Please speak up!” I asked, my voice cracked but luckily 
he heard me.  “Everything was going spectacularly,” he said 
excitedly, “but then it went downhill.  We found a deer lurking in the 
woods-.”  “Oh! Hooray!” “Where is our portion?” “How did it go 
downhill?” the wolf pack budged in. My brother kept his mouth 
closed for a while.  “Everyone, everyone!” I said seriously.  “Settle 
down and let my brother tell his story!”  The cave was now silent.  

 
“So, as I was saying.  We caught a deer and I carried it back to camp 
so Lion could split it.  Although Lion didn’t split it equally.  He said, 
‘As one of the hunting party, I shall receive one portion.’  We all 
nodded in agreement.  ‘But then, I am also King of Beasts so I 
should definitely receive a little bit more,’ Lion granted. We looked at 
each other, it didn’t look fair anymore.  ‘And besides, I was also 
leading the hunt. So, I should definitely get a teeny bit more.’  Now it 
was looking very uneven.  We all then nervously quarrelled under 
our breath.  ‘As for the further share, if you wish to argue with me 
about the share, let’s begin.’” 
 
Brother was now very mad.  Although he kept going, “We also knew 
that it was pointless to argue with him.  And now, here, no dinner.”                                                         

By Kadia Wong 
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Year 6 Projects 

Year 7 Freakshake Art  
Do you imagine drinking a delicious milkshake?  How 
about a Freakshake?  Students let their imaginations run 
wild when creating their own Freakshake—an extreme 
milkshake with calorific toppings, overloaded on sweet-
ness as a drink cum dessert, resulting in a messy flood 
from a mason jar as ingredients are balanced atop each 
other.   Making a good Freakshake is certainly an art!  

Leila Harvey 
Wendy Zhao 

Khushi Mandalia 

The Science topic for students 
in Year 6 is the human body 
and students were given the 
task of  a poster project.  This 
involved finding a scientist or 
person who made a contribu-
tion or discovery in relation to 
body organs and body systems, 
for example, Leonardo da Vin-
ci contributed to the world of  
Science with his very detailed 
anatomical drawings, as shown 
in Oriana’s project (top left). 
Other contributors to the 
world of  Science as per stu-
dents posters include scientists 
Claudius Galen and Marie    
Curie.  
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Year 8 Japanese 
Students enjoy a module of  
Japanese in Year 8 under the 
expert tutelage of  Miss 
Kennedy.  They have covered 
basic greetings and the 
names of  countries so far.  
Learning Japanese gives 
students an opportunity to 
grow in their understanding 
of  not only the language but 
also the culture. Perhaps one 
day they may even visit Japan 
and put some of  what they 
have learnt into practice? 

Term 3 Holidays - Year 6 

Students in Year 6 sit their external Cambridge Checkpoint 
exams at the start of  Term 4.   The window for these tests is 
set by Cambridge Assessment International Education in the 
UK.  Unfortunately, this year the dates do not align with the 
start of  Term 4.  Therefore, Checkpoint Exams will be held in the first three 
days of  the Term 3 holidays: 3rd, 4th and 5th October 2022.  We apologise if  
this is inconvenient for you but do emphasise the importance of  your child 
sitting this test.  It cannot be sat at a later date if  your child is away.  

Celebrating Student Achievement 

As posted on Facebook recently, we celebrate with Thomas 
Fryer in Year 11 on his recent achievement at Mt Smart 
stadium. Thomas ran the 800m race in a time of  2 minutes 
and 26 seconds and placed second. This is a significant time 
and a very fast run—well done Thomas! We look forward to 
sharing more of  your triumphs on the athletics track in the 
future.  

House Competition Points 
 

Totals to date are: 

Wilberforce: 161       Calvin: 178       Te Wiremu: 203       Tarore: 146 
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Miscellaneous  

 We are still collecting stickers from 
Yummy Fruits.  The school gets 
sports gear for students to use from 
this collection. 

 Games - do you have puzzles, duplo, 
lego or games that students can use in 
the classroom during rainy lunches?  
Teachers would be most appreciative!   

 Lost Property - all items not claimed 
will be donated to charity at the end of  
the term. Please encourage your child 
to check the basket in the junior foyer.  

Facebook 
Occasionally we have posts 
on our school community 
page.   Please ask to join this 
private group to receive 
updates.  There are three 
simple questions to answer to 
be part of  the group.  Search 
for Manukau Christian 
School Community.   

Parents’ Corner 
Easter is coming.  Our junior classes will be putting on an assembly on Thursday 
14 April that will celebrate the Easter story.  In biblical times God commanded 
the Israelites to take special steps to help them remember what he had done for 
them.  The Passover ceremony reminded them of  God’s grace in delivering them 
from the curse that struck down the firstborn in Egypt.  After the Lord allowed 
Joshua to lead all Israel through the Jordan River, he commanded them to create 
standing stones in the middle of  the river.  6 In the future, when your chil-
dren ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 7 tell them that the flow of  the Jor-
dan was cut off  before the ark of  the covenant of  the LORD. When it crossed the 
Jordan, the waters of  the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memori-
al to the people of  Israel forever.  (Joshua 4:6-7). 
 

Before Jesus willingly chose to lay down his life on the cross he gathered his dis-
ciples together in a room and said to them;  “This is my body given for 
you; do this in remembrance of  me.” (Luke 22:19). 
 

God’s people down through the years have taken special steps to keep God’s sig-
nificant acts at the front of  their minds.    Fast forward to 21st Century Aotea-
roa.  When we celebrate Easter through assembly items it is way more than 
watching cute little children dance and sing.   It is about bringing God’s redemp-
tive activities to the forefront of  our thinking, lest we forget their signifi-
cance.  What can your family do this Easter, to help make Jesus’ death and resur-
rection more central within your family?    After all, Jesus’ death and resurrection 
was the turning point in history that destroyed sin and darkness without destroy-
ing us.  It undid the inevitability of  our destruction and opened the way to true 
life for those who respond to God’s grace in Christ. 
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admin@manukauchristian.school.nz  •  manukauchristian.school.nz 
Join our MCS School Community Facebook Group 

 
 

MATTERS FOR PRAYER 

TERM DATES 
Term 1 1 Feb to 14 Apr 
Term 2 2 May to  8 July 
Term 3 25 July to 30 Sep     
  25 July to 5 Oct  (Year 6) 
Term 4 17 Oct to 9 Dec      
  12 Oct to 25 Nov (Year 11 to 13) 
  12 Oct to 6 Dec   (Year 9 to 10) 

 Give thanks 

• for the vaccine mandates to be lifting on 4th April so our off-site staff  
can return to classroom teaching once again on 5th April. 

• for the COVID pandemic to be settling down. 
• that most students are back at school again, rather than needing to 

isolate at home. 
 

 Please pray 

• for students whose learning has been disrupted by COVID. 
• for people in our community still recovering from COVID. 
• for our Trustboard as they begin the search for a new principal to 

commence towards the end of  the year. 
• for Miss Van der Mescht as she leaves MCS at the end of  this term. 
• for Mrs Ackermann, taking over teaching the Year One class next 

term. 
 

Scripture 
 

‘In their hearts humans plan their course, but the LORD establishes their steps.’ 
                       Proverbs 16:9 

 


